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The Central Committee of the Austrian Communist Party has

allezedly resolved to reorganize all sections of the party and

foem two or three new sectlons out of each old one, -In this way

the Central Cormittee hopes to train more functionaries and im- .
prove the party work, It is also believed that in this way it will
‘be possible to spread propaganda more effectively in the factories
and among the population, The Central Committee also believes that
spaller scctions and cells guarantee a petter surveillance of

individual party members,

The seections were directed by the Organizations Department in the
Central Committee to make preparations for an encoding of party
menbership listg,with the code being known only to the sectlon
and cell chiefs, These security measures were to be prepared in
the event that the party should go underground, which may be pos-
sible after a withdrawal of the oceupation forces.

3. The purge of the Communist Party of Austria is centrally
directed by the Organization committee of the Central Committee,
which ig headed by Dr. Karl Altmann.
4, According to the directives worked out by the Central Committee,
all those members must be excluded from the party who =
a, Wers at any time members or fellou=travellers of a Trotzkyite
organizations
i, Have not served notice of their withdrawal from the Austro-
Yugoslav Socletys
o, Head and pass On press information on Titolsm;
4., Maintain close connections to right-wing Socinlistsg
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e, hre suspected of helonging to more than one partys

f. Failed to attend three conseccutive party rallies without
excuses

z. Refuse to accept party functions or deliberately sabotage them;

h, Diseredit by their attitude the reputation of the Communist
Farty of Austria.

varagraph 2 of the party statubeswill be applied more strictly
in the future,®

r
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In total, 2,635 members of the Communist Party of Austria were
purged by 15 February 1950, usually on charges of insufficient
activity and non~payment of party dues. A report from the
Austrian Central Committee organization department to the Pollit-
bureau stated thiat the number of members excluded as Titoitss

or Trotskyites was as low as 15 percent, and only 4 percent of
them were party sunctionaries., Only one percent went over to
opposition organizations, while most of the purged tried to join
affiliated, seemingly non-partisan, organizations.

The members purged were not formally notified of their exclu-
sionj they were simply not given the newly prepared membership
cords., Only some rural distriet boards let the reasons for
exclusion be known to those concerned.

The Central Committee expects that incroased activity by the pmi-
ty members will result from the purge which is to be completed by
1 April 1950, . ‘

Barly march 1950
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‘he orpanization department of the Central Comnittee
of the Comaunist iarty of ..ustria Tecoived. from all
orovincial boards, situation roports for thse period
bebween 1 and 15 lebruarv 1980 whickh indlcated that
the reorpanization of the party wos nearin: conplation.
Onlv the oalsburg and Tyrol nrovineial boerds are

60 percent belind, allepedly for lack of functionaries.
The reports sald that 17,416 now party funstionaries
have been appointed in sustria as a result of a dis-
solution of local ;rouns and cells. :

The party purge is toing continued with undssired or
unreliable party msmbers helng shifted to other orpa-
nizations sucl as the Jemocratic .jomen's assoclation
of .ugtrin or the .ustrian-.oviet wocleby. -r. alt-
mann,chief of the orpganizatlion derartuent, expresged
satisfactlion with the results of the reorsranization
thue far. 11 efTorts must now concentrato on trainine
tho new narty officials to T1t thom for thelr =ork.

The onbire orpanization Trom thé srallest unit throuph
the calls up to the district and area bourds ls o be
drilled in .jarch 1940, .lermters of cells are 0 ~eel
woekly to learn of and executs directives of the
dilstriot and provincilal boards. . control orcanizatlon &
gof thren ren 18 to be orpanlzed iu gach district board
‘to sce that orders and dircetives are aectuallr executed.

CONFIDENTIAL

SWeRRE/CONTROL /~ UoS, OFFICIALS ONLY.

/

/

v / '
.. Approved For Release 2001/11/26 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005100310003-2

/



